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Key Learning

EYFS KS1 KS2

In the Early Years Foundation Stage (ages 3 to 5), the agreed syllabus
suggests that the school experience of young children should include a range
of RE-related activities that follow three themes:
• Celebrating special times
• Stories and what they tell us
• Aspects of identity and relationships.

At Key Stage 1 (ages 5 - 7), the agreed syllabus requires schools to
reflect that the religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main
Christian, whilst taking account of the teaching and practices of the
other principal religions presented in Great Britain’ - The Education
Act 1996. This agreed syllabus expects schools to provide
opportunities for pupils to be taught about Christianity and at least
one other principal religion, a religious community with a significant
local presence and a secular worldview.

At Key Stage 2 (ages 7 - 11), the agreed syllabus requires schools to include
six RE units in each year. This agreed syllabus expects schools to provide
opportunities for pupils to be taught about Christianity and at least two
other principal religions, a religious community with a significant local
presence and a secular worldview.

RE Disciplines

RE/Religion and Worldviews is rooted in three key disciplines: theology, philosophy and the human/social sciences. In this syllabus, they are contextualised in the following ways:

History – This is about asking questions that historians would ask. It requires pupils to think like historians and to look at religion and worldviews through a historical lens. Pupils will explore questions and answers raised
by considering the validity of evidence, accounts and interpretations for beliefs and practices in religion and worldviews.

Philosophy – This is about asking questions that thinkers would ask. It requires pupils to think like philosophers and to look at concepts through a philosophical lens. Pupils will explore questions and answers raised by
considering the nature of knowledge, existence, and morality.

Empathy – This is about recognising personal meaning. It requires pupils to recognise personal meaning for themselves as well as others. Pupils will learn to accurately represent people’s beliefs and practices being able
to articulate their religious or worldview background/s.

Theology – This is about asking questions that believers would ask. It requires pupils to think like theologians, to look at concepts through a theological lens. Pupils will explore questions and answers that arise from
inside religions and worldviews.

Debate – This is about asking questions about the nature of truth and reality. It requires pupils to think and argue logically, providing evidence to ethical questions in life that religions and worldviews engage with.

Experience – This is about asking questions that people who study lived reality or phenomena would ask. It requires pupils to think like human and social scientists and to look at concepts through a human/social science
lens. Pupils will explore questions and answers raised concerning the impact of religions and worldviews on people and their lives.

Worldview – This is about understanding that there is no neutral position or thought. We are the combination of our upbringing, life experience and our beliefs. These together give us a unique way of
understanding/viewing the world and in turn, affect the way we engage with and understand religion and worldviews.

Key Skills
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Big questions What is special to
me?

What is special to me
and others?

What does it mean to
belong?

What can we learn from
special stories?

How are sayings and
symbols important in

religions?

What is important to
people in my local
community?

What impact do beliefs
have on actions?

How important are the
similarities and differences
between and within
religions?

Philosophical
Themes

My identity My identity and
others

Belonging Wise words and change Core beliefs in relation
to practices

Core beliefs and
practices between and
within religions and
worldviews

Relationship between
values, beliefs and
actions

Analysing religion and
worldviews

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Buddhist
People

Sum 2: what
makes a place

special?
(Aspects)

Aut 1: What happens
on Buddha Day?
(Celebrations)

Spr 2: Remembrance
of the Buddha’s
teachings

Aut 2: Why are different
books special for different
people?

Spr 2: What can stories tell
us about peace?

Aut 2: What can stories
teach us about
forgiveness?

Aut 1: How did Jesus
and Buddha make
people stop and think?

Sum 1: What can we
learn about special
symbols and signs used
in religions?

Spr 1: What religions and
worldviews are
represented in our
neighbourhood?

Sum 1: Thankfulness

Sum 1: Peace

Aut 2: What do people believe
about life after death?

Spr 1: What similarities and
differences do religions share?

Sum 1: What qualities are
important to present-day
religious leaders?

Christian
People

Aut 2: What
happens at
Christmas?
(Celebrating)

Spr 2: The Lost
Sheep (Stories)

Spr 2: What
happens at
Easter?
(Celebrating)

Sum 2: What
makes a place
special? (Aspects)

Aut 2: What happens
at Christmas?
(Celebrating)

Aut 1: The Good
Samaritan (Stories)

Spr 2: What happens
at Easter?
(Celebrating)

Sum 2: The Lost Coin
(Stories)

Sum 2: Visiting a
church (Aspects)

Aut 1: What happens
at a church Christening
or dedication service

Aut 2: Why Christmas
is important to
Christian people

Spr 2: What can be
special about living
with family and
friends?

Aut 1: Why did Jesus tell
stories?

Aut 2: Why are different
books special for different
people?

Spr 1: Forgiveness or
Peace unit

Spr 2: Easter

Sum 1: How do special
food and fasting help
people in their faith?

Sum 2: Where did the
world come from and how
should we look after it?

Aut 1: How did Jesus
and Buddha make
people stop and think?

Aut 2: What is the
significance of light in
religion?

Sum 1: What can we
learn about special
symbols and signs used
in special religions?

Aut 2: Why is the Bible a
special book?

Spr 1: What religions and
worldviews are
represented in our
neighbourhood?

Spr 2: Why is Easter
important to Christians?

Sum 1: What makes me
the person I am?

Aut 1: What inner forces
affect how we think and
behave?

Aut 2: How is Christmas
celebrated around the
world?

Spr 2: How do Christians
try to follow Jesus’s
example?

Sum 1: Thankfulness Or
Peace unit

Sum 2: What do religions
believe about God

Aut 1: How do people express
their faith through the arts in
Christianity?

Aut 2: What do people believe
about life after death?

Spr 1: What similarities and
differences do religions share?

Spr 2: What happened on the
first Easter Sunday?

Sum 1: What qualities are
important to present-day
religious leaders?
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Hindu
People

Aut 2: What
happens at Diwali?
(Celebrating)

Sum 2: My Hindu
Faith (Aspects)

Sum 2: What makes
a place special?
(Aspects)

Aut 2: What happens at
Diwali? (Celebrating)

Sum 1: How do Hindu
people belong?

Aut 2: Why are different
books special for different
people?

Spr 1: Forgiveness or
peace unit

Sum 2: Where did the
world come from and how
should we look after it?

Aut 2: What is the
significance of light in
religion?

Spr 2: How and why do
Hindu people celebrate
Holi?

Aut 1: How and why do
Hindu people worship at
home and in the Mandir?

Spr 1: What religions and
worldviews are
represented in our
neighbourhood?

Sum 1: What makes me
the person I am?

Sum 2: What happens
when someone gets
married?

Aut 1: What inner forces
affect how we think and
behave?

Sum 1: Thankfulness or
peace unit

Sum 2: What do religions
believe about God?

Aut 2: What do people believe
about life after death?

Spr 1: What similarities and
differences do religions share?

Sum 1: What qualities are
important to present-day
religious leaders?

Humanist
People

Spr 1: The two
brothers
(Stories)

Sum 1: The Hare
and the Tortoise
(Stories)

Sum 1: How do we
make friends?
(Aspects)

Spr 2: What can be
special about living
with family and friends

Spr 1: What can stories tell
us about peace?

Sum 2: Where did the
world come from and how
should we look after it?

Sum 1: What can we
learn about special
symbols and signs used
in worldviews?

Spr 1: What religions and
worldviews are
represented in our
neighbourhood?

Sum 1: What makes me
the person I am?

Sum 1: Should all
creatures be treated
equally?

Sum 1: Thankfulness unit

Sum 1: Peace unit

Aut 2: What do people believe
about life after death?

Spr 1: What similarities and
differences do religions share?

Sum 1: What qualities are
important to present-day
religious leaders?

Sum 2: How could we design a
celebration that involved
everyone, whether religious or
not?
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Jewish
People

Aut 1 - What
happens at Sukkot?
(Celebrating)

Sum 2: What makes
a place special?
(Aspects

Spr 2 - What happens
at Passover?
(Celebrating)

Spr 2: What is special
about living with
family and friends?

Aut 2: Why are different
books special for different
people?

Spr 1: Forgiveness or
peace unit

Sum 2: Where did the
world come from and
how should we look after
it?

Aut 2: What is the
significance of light in
religion?

Spr 1: How do Jews
celebrate their beliefs at
home and in the
synagogue?

Aut 2: Why is the Bible a
special book?

Spr 1: What religions
and worldviews are
represented in our
neighbourhood?

Aut 1: What inner forces
affect how we think and
behave?

Sum 1: peace

Aut 2: What do people believe
about life after death?

Spr 1: What similarities and
differences do religions share?

Sum 1: What qualities are
important to present-day
religious leaders?

Muslim
People

Spr 1: Muhammed
and the kitten
(Stories)

Sum 1: What
happens at
Eid-Ul-Fitr/Adha?
(Celebrating)

Sum 2: What makes
a place special?
(Aspects)

Spr 1: My Muslim Faith
(Aspects)

Sum 1: What happens
at Eid-Ul-Fitr/Adha?
(Celebrating)

Spr 2: What is special
about living with
family and friends?

Sum 2: How do you
belong to Islam?

Aut 2: Why are different
books special for different
people?

Spr 1: Forgiveness

Sum 1: How do special
food and fasting help
people in their faith?

Sum 2: Where did the
world come from and
how should we look after
it?

Sum 1: What can we
learn about special
symbols and signs used
in special religions?

Spr 1: What religions
and worldviews are
represented in our
neighbourhood?

Sum 2: What happens
when someone gets
married

Spr 1: Why is Muhammad
and the Qur’an important
to Muslims?

Sum 1: Thankfulness

Sum 1: Should all
creatures be treated
equally?

Sum 2: What do religions
believe about God?

Aut 2: What do people believe
about life after death?

Spr 1: What similarities and
differences do religions share?

Sum 1: What qualities are
important to present-day
religious leaders?

Sikhi People Aut 1 - What
happens on Guru
Nanak’s birthday?
(Celebrating)

Sum 2: What makes
a place special?
(Aspects)

Spr 1: The Donkey in
the Tiger Skin
(Aspects)

Spr 1: How do you
belong to the Sikhi?

Aut 2: Why are different
books special for different
people?

Spr 1: Forgiveness or
peace unit

Sum 1: What can we
learn from special signs
and symbols in
religions?

Sum 2: What do Sikh
symbols and sayings tell
us about Sikhi beliefs?

Spr 1: What religions
and world views are
represented in our
neighbourhood?

Sum 1: Thankfulness or
peace unit

Aut 2: What do people believe
about life after death?

Spr 1: What similarities and
differences do religions share?

Sum 1: What qualities are
important to present-day
religious leaders?

School Trips to places of Worship

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Church visit in the
Summer term

Church visit in the
Autumn term

Gurdwara visit in the
Autumn term

Synagogue visit in the
Spring term

Hindu temple visit in
Autumn term

Mosque visit in Spring
term

Buddhist temple in the summer
term

Festivals
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● Sukkot
● Christmas

Easter
● Guru Nanak’s

Birthday
● Eid-ul-Fitr/A

dha
● Diwali
●

● Christmas
● Easter
● Buddha Day
● Eid-ul-Fitr/Adha
● Diwali
● Passover

● Christmas
● Shabbat

● Kwanzaa
● Easter
● Ramadan
● Eid-ul-Fitr
● Lent

● Christmas
● Hanukah
● Diwali
● Holi
● Sukkot
● Rosh Hashanah
● Shabbat

● Easter ● Christmas ● Easter
● Design your own

celebration

Schools should ensure that parents who want to withdraw their children from RE are aware of the RE syllabus, that it is relevant to all pupils and respects their personal beliefs. They should be made aware of its
learning objectives and what is covered in the RE curriculum and should be allowed to discuss this if they wish. The school may also review such a request each year, in discussion with the parents.
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/190260/DCSF-00114-2010.pdf

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/190260/DCSF-00114-2010.pdf

